PRESS RELEASE
Minister John Gormley addresses ‘Energy Efficiency for 

Sustainable Communities’ Conference in Dublin Castle
Issued Monday, 28th January, 2008. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, today reiterated the Government’s commitment to ensuring that new housing has 40% lower heat energy demand than existing building standards; and the commitment in 2010 to implement a 60% reduction.  The Minister was addressing a gathering of Ireland’s leading architects and planners from both the public and private sectors at a conference in Dublin Castle entitled ‘Energy Efficiency for Sustainable Communities’.  Organised by the RIAI and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG), in association with the Centre for Housing Research, the conference will focus on the challenges of implementing the new Building Regulations and planning guidelines which require improved energy efficiency and sustainability in the built environment and reductions in CO2 emissions.   

Speaking at the conference, Minister Gormley, said “We now face a new reality which needs to be acknowledged.  Climate change is a scientific reality that is defining our politicial and, in turn, our economic reality.  We are bound by international targets to reduce carbon emissions and this responsibility will not change nor will the targets suddenly disappear. We need to wake up to these realities now and react in a positive way.  Addressing energy efficiency and sustainability issues need not be an obstacle to long-term success; it is, in fact, essential for it.”
Seán Ó Laoire, RIAI President, said “A vanguard of Irish architects have led thinking in sustainable design, and have produced significant exemplar buildings.  The RIAI, in its commitment to support the new Regulations and guidelines, recognises that all client bodies in the public and private sectors are now required to apply the lessons and practices learned from these seminal projects.  In turn this requires the RIAI to help every architect serving those clients to have the knowledge, the skills and the imagination to design and manage projects under the changed requirements.  The pioneering architectural work of several speakers at the conference must now become the mainstream of Irish building practice.  

Keynote speakers at the conference include Bill Gething of Fielden Clegg Bradley, one of Europe’s leading architects and experts in sustainable architecture; and Duncan Stewart, the well known architect, author and broadcaster who has championed the cause of sustainable architecture in Ireland for many years. 

Vivienne Brophy, Director of UCD Energy Research Group, presented to the conference the findings of the Consultancy Study commissioned by the Department (DoEHLG) to provide a well researched basis for the strengthening of current Building Regulations.   the study states that in Ireland, the residential sector accounts for 26% of primary energy consumption and 27% of energy related CO2 emissions.  The study concluded that the required 40% improvement can be implemented in eight of the nine typical dwellings studied, without dramatically changing the design of the building envelope.  The exception from the nine dwelling types is the ‘Bungalow’ type.
The conference themes also included future proofing integrated neighbourhoods: how planning can support energy efficiency. 

Aidan O’Connor, Principal Housing Adviser in the Department of Environment, told the conference that implementation of new approaches is already happening in Ireland. “On pre-conference tours to four Dublin projects we have seen examples of new passive and active approaches being applied, both in private developments and in social housing.  These show how the Department and the Local authorities have committed their resources to projects ahead of the statutory target date. These pilot projects show how the Government programme works with a variety of renewable and energy-saving technologies”, he said.  
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